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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - , 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claiml and 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fujinami 
et al.(Patent Number US 5,485,280). 

Claiml, Fujinami et al anticipate a recording and playback apparatus for 
encoding inputted AV signals to produce coded data and recording the coded data onto 
a randomly accessible recording medium and for playing back and decoding the coded 
data recorded on the recording medium, comprising: production means for encoding the 
inputted AV signals using a first coding system to produce first coded data; first 
recording means for recording the first coded data produced by said production means 
onto the recording medium(see figure4 element3) ; supervision means for supervising 
the recording process by said first recording means( see figure4 element 3); readout 
means for reading out the first coded data recorded on the recording medium by said 
first recording means from the recording medium; conversion means for converting the 
first coded data read out from the recording means by said readout means into second 
coded data corresponding to a second coding system(see figure4 element 90); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,212 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2621 

second recording means for recording the second coded data converted by said 
conversion means onto the recording medium(see figure4 element6) ;said readout 
means, conversion means and second recording means being operable to execute the 
respective processes simultaneously with the recording process by said first recording 
means based on a result of the supervision by said supervision means(see column8 
line63-column9 linel -21 ). 

Regarding claims, Fujinami et al anticipates recording and playback method for a 
recording and playback apparatus which encodes inputted AV signals to produce coded 
data and records the coded data onto a randomly accessible recording medium and 
further plays back and decodes the coded data recorded on the recording medium, 
comprising: a production step of encoding the inputted AV signals using a first coding 
system to produce first coded data (see columnl line61-64); a first recording step of 
recording the first coded data produced by the process of the production step onto the 
recording medium(see columnl line61-64); a supervision step of supervising the 
process of the first recording step; a readout step of reading out the first coded data 
recorded on the recording medium by the process of the first recording step from the 
recording medium(see columnl line65-66); a conversion step of converting the first 
coded data read out from the recording means by the process of the readout step into 
second coded data corresponding to a second coding system(see columnl line65-66); 
and a second recording step of recording the second coded data converted by the 
process of the conversion step onto the recording medium(see column2 lines 27-31); 
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the processes of the readout step, the conversion step and the second recording step, 
respectively, being executed simultaneously with the process of the first recording step 
based on a result of the supervision by the process of the supervision step(see column8 
line63-column9 linel -21 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim2-4 and 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fujinami et al (Patent Number US 5,485,280) as applied to claim 1 and 5 above, and , 
further in view of Seo (Patent Number US 6,798,980). 

Regarding cliam2, see the teaching of Fujinami et al above. Fujinami does not 
teach first coding system is the MPEG2 system and the second coding system is the 
MPEG1 system. However Seo teaches first coding system, MPEG2 and second coding 
system MPEG1 (see figurel element 20 and 50). One of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made would have been motivated to use MPEG2 and MPEG1 
system as in Seo in to Fujinami et al apparatus because converting MPEG2 to MPEG1 
would save storage space. 
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Regarding claim3, see the teaching of Fujinami et al above. Fujinami does not 
teach conversion selects one of a process of converting the first coded data read out 
from the recording medium by said readout means and another process of outputting 
the first coded data read out from the recording medium by said readout means as they 
are without converting the first coded data, and said second recording means records 
the first or second coded data produced by the process selected by said conversion 
means onto the recording medium. However Seo teaches recording with or without 
converting the first coded data (see column2 lines 23-44). One of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made would have been motivated to record the coded 
data as in Seo with or without converting it in to another format because it would allow 
the user to manage the storage space effectively. 

Regarding claim4, see the teaching of Fujinami et al above. Fujinami teaches a 
recording and playback apparatus according to claim 3, further comprising transfer 
means for transferring the first or second coded data produced by said conversion 
means to another electronic equipment (see figure4 7 and 8). 

Regarding claim6, see the teaching of Fujinami et al above. Fujinami does not 
teach program storage medium in which a computer-readable program for encoding 
inputted AV signals to produce coded data and recording the coded data onto a 
randomly accessible recording medium and for playing back and decoding the coded 
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data recorded on the recording medium. However, It is old and known in the art to 
record a computer-readable program on storage medium. Therefore official notice is 
taken. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to record a computer-readable program in to storage 
medium because it would allow the user to use it many times. 

Therefore, the invention as a whole would have been prima facie obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, absent unexpected results 
to the contrary. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Girumsew Wendmagegn whose telephone number is 
571-270-1 118. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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